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2 December 1874

Holland, Michigan

A report was made in De Hollander about the dedication of the new sanctuary of Third
Reformed Church. Dr. Albertus C. Van Raalte gave the dedicatory address. Dr. Philip Phelps
Jr. also made an address and offered prayer. A special offering was taken to retire the debt of
$4,000 that remained. Van Raalte contributed a building lot. The column gives full
particulars about the rebuilding of Third Church and its cost.
In Dutch; translation by Simone Kennedy, 2003.
Original in the archives of the Holland Museum.

e

C/ i ,C-e i

1874, 12-02

Translation by Simone Kennedy

De Hollander, 2 December 1874
Consecration of Third Reformed Church

As was announced, the consecration of Third Reformed Church of Holland took place on
Wednesday of last week. It was an agreeable winter night and everybody showed up, as
was expected. The spacious church building was already filled with people — Dutch and
Americans — long before the service would start. The Rev. Uiterwijk @astor of the
church), Dr. A. C. Van Raalte, the Revs. Pieters, A. T. Stewart and P. Phelps were seated
in the pulpit.

This was the order of the service:

Singing of Psalm 89, verses 1 and 2
Reading of Psalm 132
Singing of Psalm 138, verse 1
Consecration speech by Dr. A. C. Van Raalte
Consecration prayer by the Rev. R. Pieters
Singing by the Van Lente choir: "The Lord is great"
Report on the situation of the church by the Rev. Uiteiwijk
Address by the Rev. A. T. Stewart in English
Singing of "The Lord is King" in English

e

Address and prayer by the Rev. P. Phelps in English
Closing song by all people in English
Blessing spoken by the Rev. Uiterwijk

We will only report on what the Rev. Uiterwijk said concerning the situation of the
church. He said that, at the time of the fire (which also consumed the church), the church
was $5,000 in debt, of which $3,000 was covered by insurance. The total sum of
charitable donations is $9,801.78. The church members were responsible for $3,000 of
that sum. The financial loss because of the collapse of the building during reconstruction
amounted to $2,500. The parsonage cost around $2,000. The current church building,
without tower or benches, cost $10,000. Which leaves a debt of $4,000.
He asked the gathered crowd to voluntarily sign pledges to help reduce that debt.
We think that people listened and pledged generously, because the total sum of pledges
was impressive: $1,002.49 (one thousand and two dollars, and forty-nine cents), plus a lot
in the city by Dr. Van Raalte. We heard that this is the fourth lot that was donated by Dr.
Van Raalte to this church. The church building has a frame of wooden planks, 55x90 in
size; it can house 700 to 800 people. The inside decoration can be described as neat and
tasteful. The building committee, architect and others who worked on this structure
deserve the praise of that congregation for the building and near-completion of that
church.
We trust that everybody returned home satisfied, after enjoying the consecration
ceremony and beholding this beautiful church building.
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